Penicillamine-associated pemphigus: is it really pemphigus?
Penicillamine-associated bullous eruptions share with spontaneously occurring pemphigus intraepidermal acantholysis, epidermal intercellular deposition of immunoglobulin, and circulating serum antibody against the intercellular regions of the epidermis. We report the case of a penicillamine-associated bullous eruption in which there were some of the histologic features of pemphigus, but none of the immunofluorescent features. Instead, the immunofluorescent findings of bullous pemphigoid were demonstrated. Review of the literature reveals that clinical and histologic features of penicillamine-associated bullous eruptions differ in important respects from those of spontaneously occurring pemphigus. Our report adds immunologic data to evidence that the penicillamine-associated bullous eruptions may not be the same disease as spontaneously occurring pemphigus.